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IN THE BEGINNING 

F. W. Hastings 
 

Edgar Albert Sims 
 

E.E. Boggess in 1910 
 

Representative F. W. Hasting, of  

Port Townsend, introduced a bill for  

the establishment of a hatchery on the  

Big Quilcene River in 1903. The bill passed and 

was appropriated $5000, but the community heard 

nothing more.   

Edgar Albert Sims, of Port Townsend, ran a fish-

ing business between 1900 and 1906 and at one 

point had the largest independent salmon can-

ning operation on the west coast.  His first run 

for state legislature in 1908 promised a hatchery 

to the people of Quilcene.  By 1909, it was offi-

cially announced that the Quilcene site would 

get a new hatchery.   

E.E. Boggess offered to donate the 10 acres 

of land needed for the hatchery.  To avoid 

possible litigation, as there was a minor who 

was an heir to the property, the federal gov-

ernment condemned the land and paid 

$25.00 an acre.    

Built in 1911  

at a cost of $16,700. 

Hatchery workers received $2.50 per day. 

In 1912, a mule team finished clearing the land. 

In 1915, traveling workers received $5.00 per day 

A meal in a local restaurant cost $0.35. 

In the 1930s the hatchery raised brook and cutthroat  

to stock the waters of the Olympic and Mt. Rainier National Park lands. 

During the Great Depression, Quilcene hatchery along with other Hood Ca-

nal hatcheries donated 126,000 pounds of salmon to charity.  

A son of a former hatchery manager mentioned that hobos would sleep un-

der a nearby bridge and would chop wood to get pancakes for breakfast that 

his mom made. Highway 101 was adjacent to the hatchery grounds.    

In the 1950s the hatchery was expanded to include 

new raceways, troughs, buildings, and pipelines.   

The term “National Fish Hatchery” was first used in a 1959 report.    

The hatchery was again upgraded and expanded in the 1960s,  

with new employee housing, raceways, and a fish ladder.   

Due to vandalism, the hatchery started locking the doors in 1981.     

 In 2010, the main hatchery building received much needed restoration 

work, including new insulation, windows, doors, and foundation work. 

Port Townsend Weekly Leader, October 20, 1909  

 

Port Townsend Weekly Leader, November 17, 1909  

 

Port Townsend Daily Leader, December 1, 1910  

 

HORSE OR...  

FWD “Model B” Truck 
The hatchery received a 4-wheel drive in 1922, 

 from the War Department surplus. 
By 1926, the railroad to Quilcene was abandoned. 

TRUCK? 

 

In 1925, electricity 

arrived at Quilcene 

Hatchery in the  

form of a 32-volt 

Delco Light Plant.  

Six years later, 

power lines reach 

the hatchery.   

Finally: Light! 

Nearby Ducka-

bush Hatchery 

receives a tele-

phone estimate  

in 1912 Secretary of Commerce, Herbert Hoover congratulates the hatchery.   

WATER RIGHTS GRANTED 

1923 Operating Costs 
1924 Hatchery Wages 

Death of the 29th US 

President, Warren Harding 

    Quilcene Feed Preparation Room 1940’s 
With new power lines in the early 1930s, more electric machines were used at the hatchery.  

OPINIONS IN THE 20’s  TO OPINIONS IN THE 30’s  

Unlike today, all of the fish food was processed at the hatchery. 

In 1943, an employee slipped on a wet floor, and ran his hand in 

the meat grinder, losing all fingers (man is middle). Rationing of 

gasoline, oil, and rubber was required due to WWII. Government 

vehicles were impounded.  

In 1935, a salmon dehydrating plant was built and produced almost 30,000 lbs of fish meal dur-

ing the first season.    

Temporary labor was hard to find, most were employed at defense plants.   

1958 Hatchery Crew 

By 1958, 85% of our fish feed was commercial 
1955 Rhododendron Parade 

Because Fort Worden was abandoned, rental rates in the area plummeted. 

Port Townsend 6th grade class visiting the hatchery  

Seattle’s Inquisitors Club visiting the hatchery 

Fish Distribution in the 60s and 70s 

Hatchery Mishap 

Port Townsend Leader, October 20, 1960. 

Big Quilcene River suffers record low flows.   

The Port Townsend Mill is temporarily  

granted water from Lord’s Lake. 
 

1969 Hatchery Staff 

By the early 1960s, the trout program had grown to encompass 

2/3 of the hatchery production.  Most of remote high lakes  

were stocked using aircraft,  

whereas in the 1950s it had been done by horse packs.   

Trout stocking in Lake Leland, 1969 

1976 is the first year the hatchery started coded-wire tag-

ging.  A numbered coded wire tag is injected into snouts of 

fish, which can be identified when fish return.   

AutoFish trailers which can tag a fish every 2.4 seconds have become the norm  at the hatchery.   

The hatchery manager Ron Wong was 

 featured in the  periodical 

Living On The Peninsula, in 2010.   

By the 1980s, trout programs were phased out. 

Emphasis shifted to enhancing anadromous fish runs. 

The droughts during the late 1980s were easily forgotten  

during the flood of 1993. 

1992 Hatchery Staff 

Hatchery mishap in 1995 

1993 staff displaying a large salmon 

By the mid-1990’s the emphasis was on raising local salmon 

stocks and helping troubled salmon recover.  

Construction of the Isolation Building in 1998 enabled the hatch-

ery to participate in several conservation programs. The hatchery 

has helped recover listed summer chum,  

Hood Canal winter steelhead, and  

Lake Sammamish kokanee salmon.  

Port Townsend salmon canning label, early 1900s Port Townsend salmon canning label, early 1900s 

L. to R., top row: Cliff Ruedy, Marvin Such, Fran 

Murkowski, Percy Dodson, Mgr. Back Row:  Victor Ol-

son and Mel Frank 

L. to R.:  Larry Telles, Ron Wong, Fran Murkowski,  Paul Kai-

ser, Ken Sexon, Bud Young 
A visitor center was added in 1965, but was 

minimized in 2000, due to much needed office 

space. Lack of funds has not allowed the 

hatchery to build a designated visitor center.   

The hatchery received their first 

computer in 1988! 

In 1935, during the early morning of August 
29, two fishermen caught 16 cutthroat trout 
from the hatchery brood stock pond.  The 
men were taken in, turned over to the State 
Game Commission, and prosecuted. 

The Influenza Pandemic of 1918 killed 675,000 Ameri-

cans.  It was considered “the most devastating epidemic 

in recorded history” with 50 to 100 million deaths glob-

ally.  It primarily killed those in their 20’s to 40’s. One 

month alone, the U.S. recorded 195,000 deaths. One 

hatchery worker survivor was told to live in the south-

west. 

The Morning Leader, J
anuary 24, 1903  

 

On October 27, 1951 Congressman Henry W. 

Jackson and other distinguished guests attended 

a dedication ceremony for “modernization”   

improvements at the hatchery. 
 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service   

emblem used in the 1970’s. 


